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Governor Dunleavy’s Office Won’t Meet Alaska Youth for 
Environmental Action Teens Delivering Climate Petition 
Anchorage Chapter AYEA Youth Mail Petition and Letter Instead 

 
Anchorage, AK — May 8, 2026 —  Over 500 Alaskans from around the state signed a 

petition led by the Alaska Youth for Environmental Action (AYEA) Anchorage Chapter 

requesting the Governor declare a climate emergency. When youth leaders requested a meeting 

with the Governor's office to deliver the petition, their request was ignored. 

 

“It’s been especially frustrating to be ignored because we’ve worked hard and climate change is 

something that we as an organization care very deeply about and something the community 

cares deeply about,” said AYEA teen Sadie Cooper. “We think that it’s important for our 

politicians to listen to their constituents and respond to what’s needed.” 

 

The Anchorage AYEA chapter asks the Governor to acknowledge this petition and listen to his 

constituents, especially young people. Alaska is seeing the effects of climate change every day, 

from warmer winters and permafrost thaw to increased wildfire risk, erosion, and extreme 

weather events like Typhoon Halong that hit Western Alaska last fall. AYEA believes that 

declaring a climate emergency is a crucial step the state needs to take to reduce emissions and 

implement a state climate action plan to address climate change at the level and speed that 

Alaskans deserve. 

 

“While it’s inspiring to see AYEA youth organizing and advocating for climate justice and 

statewide change, it’s disappointing that adults with a lot of power won’t even open their ears to 

what the teens have proven to be an important issue for Alaskans,” said Kamryn You Mak, AYEA 

Youth Leadership Coordinator. “These youth, though, will continue to fight for the future they 

want to live in and make our communities more resilient.”  

 

About AYEA: Since 1998, AYEA has empowered more than 5,000 youth across Alaska to speak 

up for their communities and the environment. Founded by six teens from Kodiak and 

Anchorage, AYEA trains the next generation of climate leaders through immersive programs, 

community campaigns, and youth-led advocacy. AYEA, a program of The Alaska Center 

Education Fund, supports Alaskan youth ages 13–18 — both rural and urban — as they grow into 

bold, effective advocates for climate justice. 
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